
The U . S . Dep a rtm en t of La b o r has r ecentl y u s ed ' p overty' 
t o describe fa milies wi t h less th an $ 4 ,000 income, bu t in 19 5 9 
39.0% of a ll Surr y f a milies h a d l e ss t h an $3 , 000 ; mo s t of 
those f a milies were fa rm or rur a l- n o nfa rm fam ilies . The 
q u an tit y , distribution , a nd expenditure of i n c ome a re vi ta l 
in a ssessing a n a re a 's well-being. An a r ea with li mite d 
tot a l income or wi t h ma n y low-incom e fam i l ies h a s diff i c u lty 
in f inancing a dequ a te communit y or priv a te fac i l ities ; l a c k 
of demand limits growth o f business o r pro f essi o n a l s e rvic e s, 
and the communit y tends to st a gn a te. But if a f ew f a mi l ies 
control most of the c o mmunit y 's i n come, a si za ble propor t ion 
of a ll income may be lost loc a ll y to outsi d e investments or 
for specialized goods a nd services elsewhere . A high gener a l 
level o f income is most conducive to improvi n g ge n er a l s tan d a rds 
of living, upgrading private a nd public a ssets, a nd cr ea ting 
the basis for continued economic growth . 

The distributions o f inc o me in El k in, Mount Airy, an d 
Pilot Mountain are f a vor a ble f or provision o f a high le ve l 
of commercial a nd pro f ession a l services a nd le a d to the 
expectation that these towns h a ve good housing a nd we l l­
developed community f a cilities; a nd one expects t o f ind 
a high level of educ a tion a l a tt a inment a nd o f white col la r 
a nd technical workers. By the s a me token, the less - fa vore d 
rural are a s would be expected to be l a cking in other a ttributes . 

Education: 

Ma p 3 and Appendix D present det a iled dat a b y township 
for Surry County on educ a tion a l a ttainment levels of a dults. 
Elkin stands out, followed by Mount Air y a nd the townships of 
Pilot and Westfield. Figure 2 gives compar a tive d a t a , 1 9 5 0 
and 1960, for Elkin, Mount Airy, the Count y , St a te, a nd n a tion. 
It h a s been suggested th a t the improvement in educ a tion a l level 
for the Count y was held back by outmigr a tion of ma n y y ouths 
with better th a n ave r age education . Some 1 7. 6% of all Count y 
adults lacked a fifth - gr a de education; these people a re c a lled 
'functional illiterates,' a nd a s modern technolog y a dv a nces, 
the y will be less a nd less a ble to meet the dem a nd for more 
educat i on and higher skills in jobs, lea ding to chronic 
unemployment a nd lowered levels of living for their f a milies . 
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